>>Z<< INK

EDUCATION

Thandizo’s Story

A journey of determination in Malawi

In Malawi, thousands of children with disabilities
face a double human-rights barrier: the right to
health and the right to education, rights that
determine their future and dignity.

For 11-year-old Thandizo, losing the ability to walk
after an undiagnosed illness almost meant losing

his dream.

Like many children in hard-to-reach areas, Thandizo’s access to healthcare was limited. His
parents had migrated to Mozambique for work, leaving his grandfather as his primary

caregiver.

The community tried their best, even pushing Thandizo to school in a wheelbarrow. But
the lack of proper assistive support threatened to cut short both his education and his

aspirations.

Yet his dream of becoming a medical doctor never faded.

When Link Community Development Malawi learned about his situation, the Realising
Inclusive and Safe Education (RISE) project—funded by the Scottish Government—acted
immediately. Working with the Sandi Thandiza Rehabilitation Assessment and Therapy
Centre, the project facilitated a full medical and functional assessment.

“Despite his disability,
he is hardworking and
determined. He never
misses class.” -
Headteacher

RISE provided a specialised wheelchair to ensure Thandizo
could continue learning safely, confidently, and with dignity.

This support represents the project’s broader effort to
strengthen identification, assessment, and provision of
assistive devices for learners with disabilities across Malawi.

Coupled with Inclusive Education training for teachers, this
is helping thousands of children with disabilities to thrive in
school, giving them the chance of a better future.

For Thandizo, the journey is far from over, but his path is once again open.
RISE will continue to follow and support his progress, ensuring that no child’s dream is

limited by disability.

The RISE Project is made possible by funding from the Scottish
Government and delivered by Link Community Development

Malawi, School to School Zambia and Chance for Childhood in
Rwanda
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