
Tesf�nesh’s Story

Due to her fin�nci�l problems, Tesf�nesh w�s supported by the STAGES project
�nd received support including schol�stic items �nd s�nit�ry p�ds. This enh�nced
her self-esteem �nd self-confidence, which positively influenced her le�rning
perform�nce. She st�rted receiving tutori�l support �t Gr�de 7 which w�s �
critic�l step to unlock her hidden t�lent �nd signific�ntly improve her �c�demic
progress. 

“I �m convinced th�t this project is � true blessing, not only for me
but �lso for thous�nds of fem�le students.”

From high school drop-out to university student

Tesf�nesh grew up in � rur�l �re� of Ethiopi�
where girls’ educ�tion is not usu�lly
encour�ged. 

She h�s two sisters �nd two brothers.
Unfortun�tely, her f�ther p�ssed �w�y when
she w�s just one ye�r old. Their mother h�d to
work tirelessly to support them �nd while
growing up, they �ll f�ced economic h�rdship.

Due to the fin�nci�l b�rriers, compounded by
the f�ct th�t her mother h�d to move to
�nother city for work, she w�s forced to drop
out of school �t Gr�de 5. During her mother’s
�bsence, Tesf�nesh’s uncle took c�re of her,
but she h�d to do �ll the domestic chores,
le�ving her with no ch�nce to �ttend school.

This situ�tion deeply s�ddened Tesf�nesh, especi�lly when she s�w her friends going
to school while she w�s left behind, c�using her psychologic�l distress. 

After � ye�r, her mother returned �nd then Tesf�nesh resumed her studies.



When Tesf�nesh re�ched Gr�de 9 �nd tr�nsited to second�ry school, her m�in
worry w�s how she would �fford educ�tion�l m�teri�ls. The STAGES project
included provision of burs�ry which �llowed Tesf�nesh to continue her le�rning.

Tesf�nesh s�ys, “The he�d te�chers of our school �lw�ys helped us get speci�l
counselling �nd support for fem�le students, which is unusu�l in m�ny schools.
After I understood it, I re�lised th�t it w�s the result of the tr�ining th�t the
project h�d provided them. Te�chers �lso give speci�l support to fem�le students.
They helped �nd supported us to p�rticip�te in cl�ss, to focus on our studies, �nd
to �sk questions th�t we did not underst�nd. This helped me not only to become
stronger in my studies but �lso helped me to believe in myself. These �nd other
support from the project m�de me h�ve more self-confidence �nd ch�nge
society’s view th�t men �re better th�n women”.

Tesf�nesh �nd her mother received �n �nnu�l le�rning perform�nce �w�rd. These
�w�rds recognise girls �nd their mothers who h�ve shown outst�nding
perform�nces in the course of the �c�demic ye�r. This encour�ged other mothers
in her �re� to te�ch �nd encour�ge their d�ughters, �ffecting the community �t
l�rge.

“This project m�de me believe I’m equ�l to men,” s�ys Tesf�nesh. 

“It m�de me think �nd believe th�t I could do �nything. It showed me th�t no m�tter wh�t
problems I f�ced, I could overcome them. The project helped me to get good results in my
studies �nd m�de me believe in myself. As � result, when I w�s � student in second�ry
school, I received encour�ging �w�rds every time. Currently I �m studying medicine here
�t Wol�it� Sodo University �nd I �m �t my second ye�r. 

The project holds signific�nce not only for me but for �ll women.”

Link Educ�tion removes b�rriers to educ�tion �cross Ug�nd�,
Ethiopi� �nd M�l�wi, especi�lly for girls.  

Re�d more �bout the STAGES Project

https://linkeducation.org.uk/project/stages/

