
Eyerus�lem’s Story

When Eyerus�lem entered Gr�de 9 she st�rted getting support from the STAGES
project. The project provided her with uniform, schol�stic �nd s�nit�ry m�teri�ls. As she
w�s �ble to continue her educ�tion, her f�ther decided not to pursue � m�rri�ge for her. 

“The project is like � f�ther to me �nd � light in the d�rk,” s�ys Eyerus�lem. “If it w�sn’t
for the support of the project, I would h�ve been forced to get m�rried �nd drop out of
school bec�use of my f�ther’s wishes. But the project m�de me believe th�t I c�n
continue my educ�tion �nd �chieve my dre�m of becoming � doctor in the future”.

Eyerus�lem �lso received � burs�ry which en�bled to fulfil her b�sic needs (e.g. rent) while
she w�s in second�ry school. She consulted the Girls Educ�tion Advisory Committee
(GEAC) coordin�tor, who �dvised her to use the burs�ry to st�rt �n income-gener�ting
�ctivity. Eyerus�lem bought breeding go�ts �s � source of income. This fin�nci�l support
relieved her p�rents from �ddition�l educ�tion�l expenses, �llowing her younger brother
to pursue his educ�tion �s well. 

“I will never forget the tr�ining I �ttended in Gr�de 10,” s�ys Eyerus�lem. “It w�s � soci�l
�nd emotion�l le�rning tr�ining. It h�d � profound imp�ct on how I perceived myself. I �m
now in Gr�de 12 �nd the tr�ining h�s signific�ntly contributed to my journey, p�rticul�rly
in boosting my self-confidence. It h�s instilled in me the belief th�t I c�n overcome �ny
ch�llenge. Addition�lly, the tr�ining h�s enh�nced my coll�bor�tive skills, le�ding to
improved �c�demic gr�des in my studies, �nd I’m gr�teful for this. I �m very confident
th�t I could be � doctor who will be competent with my counterp�rts.” 

“Though my dre�m to be � doctor w�s � dre�m from my childhood, it seemed like �n
illusion. But now I �m ge�ring it forw�rd to be re�l. All this confidence is bec�use of my
consistent perform�nce improvement. P�rticul�rly this ye�r, I �chieved exception�l
scores in �ll subjects. My m�them�tics score is the highest score in the entire school. I
convinced �ll my te�chers, �nd they h�ve recognised my �bilities �nd invited me to
p�rticip�te in tutori�l cl�sses to motiv�te �nd support other students.”

Link Educ�tion removes b�rriers to educ�tion �cross Ug�nd�,
Ethiopi� �nd M�l�wi, especi�lly for girls.  
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Eyerus�lem, is 19 ye�rs old �nd � student
supported by the STAGES project. When she w�s
in Gr�de 7, her f�mily f�ced economic ch�llenges,
�nd her f�mily decided th�t she would be m�rried.
Eyerus�lem w�nted to continue her studies �nd
become � doctor. Fortun�tely, Eyerus�lem’s
mother �rr�nged for her to st�y with �n �unt, who
supported her educ�tion until she p�ssed Gr�de 9. 

https://linkeducation.org.uk/project/stages/

